Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church
We are glad that you have joined us for this afternoon’s Bach Cantata Vespers.
For those who have trouble hearing, sound enhancement units are available in the back
of the church and may be obtained from an usher.
Please silence all cell phones and pagers.
Recording or photography of any kind during the service is strictly forbidden.

2

Third Day of Christmas
December 27, 2015 + 4:00 p.m.

EVENING PRAYER

PRELUDE
Sonata grossa

Johann Melchior Molter
(1696–1765)

Adagio
Allegro
Largo
Tempo di Gavotta
Andante
Tempo di Menuet
We stand, facing the candle as we sing.

SERVICE OF LIGHT

In him was life,
and the life was the light of all.
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We sit.

+ PSALMODY +

PSAL M 141
Women sing parts marked 1. Men sing parts marked 2. All sing parts marked C.
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Silence for meditation is observed, then:

PSAL M PRAYER
L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord,
and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds
we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host,
and may glorify you forever and ever.
C Amen.

MOTET: Jubilate Deo

Josquin des Prez
(c. 1450/1455–1521)

Jubilate Deo, omnis terra;
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:
servite Domino in laetitia. Introite in conspectu ejus in exsultatione.
serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a song.
Scitote quoniam Dominus ipse est Deus; ipse fecit nos, et non ipsi nos:
Be sure that the Lord is God; it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
populus ejus, et oves pascuae ejus.
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Introite portas ejus in confessione; atria ejus in hymnis:
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise;
confitemini illi. Laudate nomen ejus,
be thankful unto him, and speak good of his name.
quoniam suavis est Dominus: in aeternum misericordia ejus,
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting;
et usque in generationem et generationem veritas ejus.
and his truth endures from generation to generation.
Psalm 100

Silence for meditation is observed, then:

COLLECT
L God our Father, you have created us as your people and you sustain us with your hand.
Help us always to give you thanks,
for you alone are worthy of thanksgiving and praise and honor now and forever.
C Amen.

The offering is gathered.

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY
Two Chorale Preludes from Orgelbüchlein

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685–1750)

In dulci jubilo, BWV 608
Lobt Gott, ihr Christen, allzugleich, BWV 609
The offering assists in defraying costs of the Bach Cantata Vespers ministry.
Your generosity is appreciated.
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We stand.

HYMN: O Savior of Our Fallen Race

C
c
C
c

C

c

C

+ WORD +
We sit.

READING: Hebrews 1:1–14
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs.
5For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son;
today I have begotten you”?
Or again,
“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”?
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire.”
8But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
10And,
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
11they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
12like a cloak you will roll them up,
and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end.”
13But to which of the angels has he ever said,
“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?
14Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those who are to
inherit salvation?

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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READING: John 1:1–14
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HOMILY

The Rev. F. Dean Lueking

CANTATA: Herrscher des Himmels, erhöre das Lallen, BWV 248.3
(Lord of the heavens, hear the murmuring)
A translation of the cantata text is printed on page 20 of the Christmas Oratorio booklet.
Please return the booklet so that it may be used throughout the Christmas season.
Silence is observed, then:

L In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.
We stand.

MAGNIFICAT
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J. S. Bach
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+ PRAYERS +
LITANY

After each petition:

L …let us pray to the Lord.

The litany continues:

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give thanks to the Lord.

The litany concludes:

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence is kept, then:

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
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L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works:
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments;
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.
C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS DOMINO & BENEDICTION
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HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem

C
C
c
C

DISMISSAL
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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Stanza 3 Setting by C. Thomas Schwalm
(1942–2003)

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY
The Rev. David R. Lyle, leader
The Rev. F. Dean Lueking, homilist
Senior Choir/Bach Cantata Vespers Chorus and Orchestra
The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor
Tim Spelbring, organist
Clarice Warrick, soprano
Amanda Koopman, mezzo-soprano
Hoss Brock, tenor
Evan Bravos, baritone

Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress and With One Voice, copyright © 1995 by Augsburg Fortress.
Graphics reprinted from Sundaysandseasons.com. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #38423.
Notes on the cantata provided by Carlos Messerli. Used by permission. Translation of cantata provided by Karen P. Danford. Used by permission.
Hymns reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net license #A-704569
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SUPPORTERS
+ IN MEMORIAM +
Paul Bunjes
Walter and Maxine Christopher
Selda Gehrke
Thomas Gieschen
Dr. John Golisch
Herbert Gotsch
Alvin and Evelyn Haase
Matthew Hofmaier Heim
Helen Kemp
Loren and Vernice Krout
Richard and Janet McAuliffe
JoAnn and Daniel Oexeman
Dr. Edward Pino
Jeanne and Robert Ramsay
Pastor Ted Richter
Melvin Rotermund
Stephen Schmidt
Norma Thoms
Harry C. Trautmann
GUARANTOR
Christopher Family Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation
BENEFACTOR
Joyce Murtoff
PATRON
In honor of Douglas Anderson
Martin and Jill Baumgaertner
Gerald and Sarah Beatty
Kenneth R. Belling
Marguerite Bloch
Karl and Daniele Bruhn
Kim and Karen Brunssen
Rev. Robert and Margaret Burke
Mr. and Mrs. John Cordes
Drs. John and Karen Danford
Dr. Eunice Eifert
Howard Eggert
James and Sharman Galezewski

16

Margaret Garmatz
Frederick L. and Junita Borg Hemke
Rev. Phyllis N. Kersten
Dr. and Mrs. Willliam A. Raabe
Carol Ramsay
Bill and Ellen Pullin
Hildegarde Schmidt
Robert Sideman
Lou Torick and Lois Cornils
Wesley and Dorothy Wilkie
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Wood
PARTNER
David and Gay Anderson
Rev. Donald and Carolyn Becker
Leonard and Judy Berghaus
Paul Bouman
Rev. Phil and Alice Bruening
Robert and Marilyn Busse
Revs. Michael and Rebekah Costello
Gerald and Magdelena Danzer
William and Carol Ewald
Paul and Rachel Frese
Carl and Donna Gruendler
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Haberstock
Jon and Jane Hall
Don and Marion Heinz
David Heim and Barbara Hofmaier
George and Kate Hogenson
Gerald and LaNell Koenig
Wayne Lucht
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Martens
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meier
Robert Oexeman
Martha Rohlfing
Rhea Sprecher
Rev. Robert and Bonnie Shaner
Roselie Streng
Al and Irmgard Swanson
Gerlinde VanDriesen
Kurt Vrangel

FRIEND
Franz Burnier
Dean and Kathy Christian
Arthur Constien
Janel Dennen
Thomas Doyle
Rev. Hans and Donna Dumpys
Olinda Fink
Kenneth Folgers
Robert and Kathy Hale
David and Mary Alice Helms
Patricia Herendeen
Julie Hinz
Rev. Robert Johnson
Ken and Kathryn List
Mark Lucht
John Menet and Beverly White
Dr. Marilyn Moehlenkamp
Ruth Rehwaldt
James and Margaret Schlegel
Pat Schmidt
Rev. and Mrs. Larry Schneekloth
Deborah Seegers
Rev. and Mrs. Frank C. Senn
James Scherer and Liene Sorenson
Doris Strieter
Elizabeth Thompson
Rev. and Mrs. David Walker
George and Nancy Wohlford
Carol Wootton
CONTRIBUTOR
Robert and Evy Alsaker
Salvador and Diane Amati
Mr. and Mrs. James Barry
Rev. William and Gail Beckmann
Ronald J. Benes
Helen Ann Bourke
Grayson and Lois Brottmiller
William and Marion Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Bruss
Barbara J. Carlson

Constance Coleman
Bill and Jeannie Cooper
Anne Cunningham
Camille Cunningham
Paul Eichwedel
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Gensch
Mrs. John Golisch
Audrey Haak
Susan Hammon
Don Heinz

Rev. and Mrs. James Ilten
Dr. Natalie Jenne
Sue Kroeger
Dr. Charles and Jewel Laabs
Carol Lewis
Daniel Lopata
Rev. F. Dean and Beverly Lueking
Carlos and Susan Messerli
Pastor Tom and Bonnie Noll
James O’Hara

Mary Olson
Marilyn Rotermund
Mrs. Betty Ruehrdanz
Mr. and Mrs. John Sanderson
Carl and Noel Schalk
Ruth Schnell
William Schnell
Karin Waltz and Kaaron Waltz Gross
Mr. and Mrs. G. Wilson

The presentation of Bach Cantata Vespers is made possible by the contributions of
many donors who are gratefully acknowledged. Please inform the Grace business
office of any errors or omissions.
The 45th season of Bach Cantata Vespers is underwritten in large part by a grant from
the Christopher Family Foundation, in memory of Walter and Maxine Christopher.
These listings acknowledge contributions to the 45th season of Bach Cantata Vespers,
beginning July 1, 2015. Donations received after December 13, 2015, will be
acknowledged in the January 31 bulletin of Grace’s Bach Cantata Vespers.
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Join us in England and Leipzig, Germany!
Audition to sing with the choir or travel with us as we tour England
and visit Leipzig in August 2016.

Bach Cantata Vespers Choir in the Leipzig Thomaskirche (August 2014)

Oxford—Stratford—Cambridge—
Ely—London—Greenwich—Leipzig
For information on the tour,
including itinerary, pricing,
and more, contact Michael
Costello, Grace Cantor, at
708-366-6900 or by e-mail
at mcostello@graceriverforest.org.

Concert at the St. Wigberti Priorat in Werningshausen (August 2012)

