Fifth Wednesday of Lent
March 25, 2020
7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer

WELCOME
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome you as we hear God’s holy Word. We worship
online in an effort to minimize the spread of COVID-19 and encourage you to follow along
in this document as you also watch or listen to the live stream of our service. May the Lord
bless our worship this day.

+ OPENING +
SERVICE OF LIGHT
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+ PSALMODY +
PSALM 141
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Silence for meditation is observed, then:

PSALM PRAYER

L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord,
and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds
we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host,
and may glorify you forever and ever.
C Amen.
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PSALM 70
L Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;*
C

L
C
L
C

O Lord, make | haste to help me.
Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogeth- | er dismayed;*
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune
draw back and be disgraced.
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over | me turn back,*
because they | are ashamed.
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;*
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!”
But as for me, I am | poor and needy;*
come to me speedi- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and | my deliverer;*
O Lord, | do not tarry.

Silence for meditation is observed, then:

PSALM PRAYER

L Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day.
In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety,
as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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HYMN: In the Hour of Trial

(green) LBW #106
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+ WORD +
READING: Matthew 26:20–29
59Now

the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so
that they might put him to death, 60but they found none, though many false witnesses came
forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple
of God and to build it in three days.’” 62The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer?
What is it that they testify against you?” 63But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him,
“I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of
God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you,
From now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power
and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
65Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your verdict?” They answered, “He
deserves death.”
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HOMILY

Pastor David R. Lyle

Silence is observed, then:
L In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.

MAGNIFICAT
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+ PRAYERS +
LITANY

After each petition:

L …let us pray to the Lord.

The litany concludes:

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence is kept, then:

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
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L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works:
Give to us, your servants, the peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments;
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.
C Amen.
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are yours,
and to you the darkness is no threat.
Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night,
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others.
Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service,
courage in danger, and competence in emergencies.
Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICAMUS DOMINO & BENEDICTION
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HYMN: Abide with Me
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY
The Rev. David R. Lyle, leader
The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor
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